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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FACTS  ABOUT  LAKE  COU1ITY  HOL-ESTEADS 


Official  Name:    Lake  County  Homesteads. 

Location:  In  Lake  County,  northeast  Illinois,  near  Libertyville . 

llumber  of  Units:  53 
History  of 

Project:  Lake  County  Homesteads  was  initiated  by  the  Subsistence  Home- 

steads Division  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  March  29, 
1934.    On  July  20,  1935,  the  project  was  transferred  to  the 
Resettlement  Administration,  and  it  is  now  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

Parposc  of  This  project  was  established  to  enable  families  employed  in  in- 

Project:  dustries  in  Lake  County  and  vicinity  to  own  homes  outside  the 

confines  of  industrial  cities.    "tVhile  many  of  these  families 
formerly  lived  in  reasonably  good  dwellings  in  the  various  ci- 
ties, they  were  subjected  to  cramped  space  and  did  not  have 
sufficient  capital  to  purchase  homes  on  terms  that  commercial 
real  estate  firms  were  able  to  offer.     It  is  expected  that 
truck  crops  and  poultry  will  help  decrease  food  costs  thus 
enabling  the  homesteaders  to  apply  a  greater  share  of  their 
income  toward  retirement  of  payments  on  their  new  homes.  It 
is  possible  that  some  of  the  homesteaders  mar/  be  able  to  pro- 
duce a  surplus  for  sale  thus  supplementing  cash  incomes. 

Project  Des-        527  acres  of  land  has  been  divided  into  units  of  10  acres  each. 

cription:  Necessary  fencing,  landscaping  and  drainage  improvements  have 

been  made.    V.'ater  is  supplied  by  individual  wells  with  elec- 
tric pump  and  well  house.    Electricity  is  furnished  by  a  pri- 
vate utility.    Project  roads  have  been  completed. 

House  50  new  houses  with  basements  have  been  constructed  and  three 

Description:        houses  on  the  land  have  been  remodeled.    Each  home  has  modern 
plumbing,  electric  wiring,  and  a  garage  and  barn  (separate 
buildings).     25  of  the  houses  have  four  rooms,  20  have  five 
rooms,  five  have  six  rooms,  and  throe  have  seven  rooms. 

The  The  homesteaders  are  all  industrial  workers  normally  having 

Homesteaders:      full-time  employment.    Their  incomes  range  from  $1,200  to  s';2,000 
annually.    The  49  families  now  on  the  project  include  98  adults 
and  3  04  children.     They  arc  all  steady  workers  of  the  well-known 
American  middle  class  industrial  employee?  —  interested  in 
maintaining  good  homes  and  obtaining  sccuri^  . 

."osults  of  It  is  too  early  to  give  any  definite  results.    Very  few  of  the 

Project:  homesteaders  were  able  to  move  in  in  time  to  do  any  appreciable 

amount  of  gardening  last  year.      A  few  have  suffered  seasonal 
unemployment.    All  in  ell  the  project  seems  to  be  headed  for 
s\tccess.    Noteworthy  is  the  attitude  of  pride  of  ownership 
rapidly  acquired  by  the  families ' soon  after  they  had  moved 
into  their  new  homes.    Haturally,  the  project  has  some  rough 
spots.     It  was  planned  and  completed  largely  as  an  experiment 
with  little  or  no  precedent  to  follow  and  improvements  are 
being  made  as  the  project  moves  ahead. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
FARM  SECURITY  ADM  I  N I  ST  RATON 

WASHINGTON 


Recently  the  White  House  forwarded  to  this  Administration 
a  number  of  form  letters,  v/hich  had  been  addressed  to  the 
President,  regarding  Negro  farm  families  residing  in  the 
Transylvania  area  in  Louisiana.     One  of  these  letters  was 
received  from  you. 

There  is  enclosed  a  statement  which  outlines  briefly  some 
of  the  plans  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration  for  Negro 
families  in  Louisiana.    After  you  have  read  this  statement, 
you  will  realize  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  undertake 
a  task  of  this  kind  without  there  being  some  confusion  and 
criticism  in  the  early  stages.    However,  as  the  development 
work  on  these  Louisiana  projects  progresses,  we  are  sure 
that  it  will  become  apparent  that  these  families  have  been 
provided  opportunities  to  obtain  for  themselves  economic 
security  as  well  as  a  better  standard  of  living. 

In  addition  to  these  community-type  developments,  the  Farm 
Security  Administration  is,  of  course,  continuing  its  pro- 
gram of  small  loans  to  needy  farm  families,  who  cannot  obtain 
adequate  credit  from  any  other  source,  to  help  them  continue 
their  farming  operations. 

We  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  work  this  Administration 
is  doing  for  the  Negroes  in  Louisiana,  and  are  glad  to  give 
you  this  information. 


Sincerely  yours, 


J.  0.  Walker,  Director, 
Resettlement  Division. 


Enclosure  (1) 


